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Abstract

The Ishwara Temple, located on a hilltop in Madhugiri taluk of Tumkur district in Midigesi, is one of
the most important temples of the Shaiva tradition in Karnataka. According to historians, the original
architectural features of this temple date back to the Hoysala period, but it has evolved in several stages
with the rise of the Vijayanagara Empire and the patronage of the later Palas. The inscriptions
available in Volume Xl of Epigraphia Carnatica mention land donations and donations in the 13th
century, which is evidence that the temple was a religious and cultural center from the Hoysala period.
There is information that the officials of the Vijayanagara Empire provided financial support for the
annual festivals of this temple; especially the festival held on the Shuddha Saptami of the month of
Katthika was a large mass celebration. There are also records of the Palegars supporting the temple
in accordance with the devotion of the local people, which show the interrelationship of political and
religious life. Architecturally, the Ishwara temple is a unique example of the combination of Hoysala
and Vijayanagara styles: the Hoysala-style navaranga, delicate stone carvings, and pillar designs are
found here, as well as the influence of the Vijayanagara-style gopura, large assembly hall, and music
hall. The Panchamuka Shivalinga installed in the sanctum sanctorum is of a rare form, representing
the five functions of Shiva: creation, existence, destruction, disappearance, and grace. In front of the
sanctum sanctorum, the statue of Shantamuka Nandi, the idol of Goddess Parvati, the strong sculptures
of the doorkeepers, and the floral decorations on the pillars of the mantapa show the artistic excellence
of this temple. The mention of Devadasis in the inscriptions indicates that the temple served not only as
a center of worship but also as a stage for dance and music activities. During festivals and auspicious
days, especially during the month of Katthika and Mahashivratri, the villagers gather in large numbers,
hoist flags, offer garlands to Nandi, and worship Shiva-Parvati. The religious tradition that began
centuries ago is still alive. The temple is the center of cultural unity of the rural society and has
strengthened social bonds between the people during festivals. Being located near the fort, it represents
the integration of military and religious centers. Nowadays, the Archaeological Department has
declared it a protected monument and has taken steps to resolve problems such as cracks in the tower
and sculptures, fading of paint, damage to wooden doors, etc. Thus, the Ishwara Temple of Midigesi is
a very important religious-cultural center reflecting the history, art, sculpture and life of the rural
society of Karnataka, and stands as a living testimony to the continuity of the Shaivite tradition.
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