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Introduction: Environmental Education is a process that allows individuals to explore
environmental issues, engage in problem solving and take action to improve the environment.
As a result, individuals develop a deeper understanding of environmental issues and have the
skills to make informed and responsible decisions. Environmental Education does not advocate
a particular view point or course of action. Rather, it teaches individuals how to weigh various
sides of an issue through critical thinking; and it enhances their own problem-solving and
decision-making skills. Environmental Education is understood as education about the
environment, in the environment and for the environment as per the classification given by
Lucas (1979). The about/in/for classification was Lucas’ attempt to categorize the different
meanings that had been attributed to the term, ‘Environmental Education’. Each one of these
approaches has distinct objectives. The purpose of education about the environment is  to
develop awareness, knowledge and understanding about human-environment interactions
(Tilbury, 1995). Eames et al. (2008) pointed out that education about the environment can be
seen in the traditional teaching of environmental sciences; and echoes the idea that once
students are educated about something, they can apply their knowledge to the situation on hand.
Tilbury (1995) noted that education in the environment usually takes the form of outdoor
education (field work), which has a strong experiential orientation through contact with nature.
Education for the environment is seen as a core goal of Environmental education (Jickling &
Spork, 1998; Tilbury, 1995). Education about the environment and education in the

environment aim at enhancing awareness and understanding among the students; whereas
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education for the environment goes beyond creating a sense of awareness among students. It
develops in them a sense of responsibility in order to make them involve actively in the
resolution of the environmental issues. It adopts a holistic approach to the study of environment
and its varied problems.  Education for the environment, therefore, acknowledges the
sociopolitical dimensions of environmental issues (Jickling & Spork, 1998; Tilbury, 1995) and
includes critical education objectives and an issue-based pedagogy. A combination of these
three approaches (about/in/for) in Environmental education is considered an effective strategy
for achieving the goals of Environmental Education.

Environmental Education helps to recognize values and clarify concepts relating to
environment. It develops skills and attitudes necessary to understand and appreciate the inter
relatedness of man, his culture and his biophysical surroundings. It helps to provide practice in
decision making and self-formulation of a code of behavior about issues concerning quality
environment. Environmental Education helps to develop in the people awareness, concern and
knowledge of the environment and learn to use this understanding to preserve, conserve and
utilize the environment in a sustainable manner for the benefit of present and future generations.
It entails the will to take personal initiatives and social participation to achieve sustainability.
It is intended for all types of learners, students, out-of-school youth, community leaders, policy
makers and the general public to develop appropriate environmental related skills. It is the
process that covers the objectives to develop knowledge, awareness, attitude, values and skills
among the individuals and social groups about the total environment, environmental problems
and the necessary solutions to overcome these problems. It provides guidelines on proper use
and conservation of resources and also control of environmental pollution.

Environmental Education is a process of promoting awareness among individuals,
make them understand the environment in its real perspective and recognize its relationship
with man and his activities. Environmental Education is the study of the environment and its
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dynamics, its various forms, environmental degradation, factors influencing the degradation of
environment and its impact on human life. It is the need of the hour to prepare suitable
strategies of environmental education to protect our environment. The goal of Environmental
Education is to improve all ecological relationship including the relationship of humanity with
nature and people with their surroundings. Thus, it may include conservation of energy and
soil, protection of air, water and atmosphere from pollution, effective utilization of locally
available resources, creation of conducive atmosphere for living through social and civic
consciousness and harnessing natural resources without any ecological imbalances.

Environmental Education is a learning process that seeks to increase people’s
knowledge and awareness about the environment and associated challenges; develop the
necessary skills and expertise to address these challenges; and promote attitudes, motivation
and commitment to make informal decisions and take responsible actions. (UNESCO, 1978).
Environmental Education gained importance at the global level with the first global declaration,
the Stockholm Declaration on Environmental Education, made by UNESCO in 1972.  This
was the first time that the recorded documents formally suggested that education relating to
environment should be included in school curriculum. Soon after the conference, UNESCO
launched the International
Environmental Education Programme (IEEP)

In 1975, UNESCO, with representatives from 60 countries, released the Belgrade
Charter in former Yugoslavia. According to this Charter, the goal of Environmental Education
is to develop a world population that is aware of and concerned about the environment and its
associated problems, so that the population will have the knowledge, skills, attitudes and
motivation to work individually and collectively towards the solution of current problems and
prevention of new problems that arise in future (UNESCO, 1976). Following Belgrade charter,
the first world’s first Intergovernmental conference on Environmental Education was held in
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Thilisi, Georgia. This conference adopted the Thilisi Declaration in 1977, which challenged
Environmental Education to create awareness and values among individuals in order to
improve the quality of life and environment. The Thilisi Declaration set up recommendations
for the broader application of Environmental Education in formal and non-formal education;
and this major occurrence and the subsequent publications continue to provide a fundamental
framework for the development of Environmental Education around the world (Neal and
Palmer, 1990). This declaration also recognized that, in addition to proposing the development
of critical thinking, problem solving and decision making skills in the context of environmental
issues and improving the quality of life, ‘students should actively be involved at all levels in
working towards resolution of environmental problems’ (UNESCO, 1978). A major outcome
of this declaration had resulted in the formulation of objectives of Environmental Education.
Objectives of Environmental Education
Awareness: To help social groups and individuals acquire an awareness and sensitivity towards
the total environment and its allied problems
Knowledge: To help social groups and individuals gain a variety of experiences and acquire a
basic understanding of the environment and its associated problems
Attitudes: To help social groups and individuals acquire a set of values and feelings of concern
for the environment and the motivation for their active participation in environmental
improvement and protection
Skills: To help social groups and individuals acquire the skills for identifying and solving
environmental problems

The next development focusing on the objectives of Environmental Education came
with the publication of the Brundtland Report, Our Common Future (World Commission on
Environment and Development — WCED, 1987). This report shifted the focus of
Environmental Education towards sustainable development, economic growth, environmental

Copyright © 2018, Scholarly Research Journal for Interdisciplinary Studies



Ramesh,(Pg. 11219-11226) | 11223

protection and social equality. The Brundtland Report paved path for the publication of Agenda
21 at the Earth Summit in 1992 (Tilbury, 1995). The summit, which was otherwise known as
the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in Rio-de-Janeiro, called
for the re-orientation of Environmental Education towards sustainability. It underlined the need
for a holistic perspective to be reflected in the curricular approach to Environmental Education
For Sustainability (EEFS). It highlighted the essential need to integrate the concept of
‘sustainability’ into all learning areas. Any Government, at its own level, can’t achieve the
goal of environment conservation, until the public have a participatory role in it. Public
participatory role is possible only when the public were made aware of the ecological and
environmental issues. In short, if we want to manage on the earth, we would have to make the
entire population environmentally educated. Environmental awareness aims at improving the
quality of environment, creating awareness among people on environmental problems and
conservation, and creating such an atmosphere as people find themselves fit enough to
participate in decision making process of environmental development programmes.

Environmental education is concerned with subjects in the way in which natural
environment works, how human beings should behave to manage the ecosystem to sustain the
environment. It provides the necessary skills and expertise to handle the associated challenges.
The main focus of environmental education is to import knowledge, create awareness, inculcate
an attitude of concern and provide necessary skills to handle the environment and
environmental challenges. The Government of India had taken up many environment friendly
activities during the past several years. The Ministry of Environment and Forests was
established in 1986 and laws on environment protection had been implemented.

National Environmental Awareness Campaign (NEAC) was conducted during 2000-
2001 for creating environmental awareness at all levels in the society with the main theme,
‘Keep our environment clean and green’. The Ministry interacted actively with several Apex
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Bodies at the national level such as the University Grants Commission (UGC), the National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and the Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD) for introducing and expanding environmental concept, themes, issues
etc., in the curriculum of schools and colleges. Systematized, organized and awakened social
mind can be developed only through right type of education and it is through this kind of
education, it is possible to create appropriate awareness among the individuals to make their
lives and the environment creative, constructive and progressive. To bring such a state of mind
among people, it is essential to foster scientific attitude towards environment right from their
school education.

Environmental Education in School curriculum: In ancient India, there was Gurukula
system of education. Students used to spend a number of years in Guru’s Ashram. Guru was
their father figure. He remained a guardian, an advisor, a counselor, a philosopher and a guide
for all his disciples. Guru’s wife remained a mother figure for them in the Ashram. She used
to treat them as if they were her own children. Education was completely free for them. There
was no discrimination among students by virtue of the wealth or status of their parents. The
students used develop right attitudes and values under the complete supervision of their Gurus.
They acquired education in all the domains of learning — cognitive, affective and psychomotor.
Besides, they lived in a natural environment and cared for conserving it. They had a lot of
respect for the environment in which they lived. Environmental Education was an integral part
of their educational and cultural system; and students understood the need for conserving
wildlife, ecosystems and abiotic environment. There had been a lot of change in the system
of education during the middle ages. The thrust on environment and all-round development of
students was shifted to classroom instruction and learning of 3 R’s (Reading, Writing and
Arithmetic). The very spirit of learning, wherein observation, exploration, comprehension and
application were inherent, had been sacrificed. Cramming of facts and rote memorization
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became the order of the day. The knowledge acquired by the students without using their senses
(touching, smelling, tasting etc.) in the natural surroundings could not be assimilated and
internalized. It went off their memory soon after the completion of the examination and award
of the certificate. Obviously, environmental education — educational excursions, eco-treks and
natural walks had no place in such a system.

Environmental Education in formal system of education has been reported as initially
coming into school curriculum in the early 1970s through Science education (Gough, 2002).
The origin of Environmental Education can also be traced further back to the promotion of
nature studies and later to the conservation movement (Stevenson, 2007). Here, it aimed at
developing knowledge, awareness and skills about environmental issues and natural resources;
and was broadly incorporated into the curriculum of primary schools and Science and
Geography curriculum in secondary schools. Stevenson (2007) also argues that although the
aims of nature studies and conservation education can moderately be accommodated in the
goals of school system, improving environmental behavior among students is a far more
challenging mission for schools. In the 1980’s, the role of Environmental Education in school
organization was meaningfully developed by increasing public environmental concern, giving
a stronger impetus to schools to implement Environmental Education (Tilbury, 1995). Chapter
26 of Agenda 21 emphasized that ‘Environmental Education should be incorporated at primary
and secondary schools and that it should be the responsibility of educational authorities to
promote all kinds of programmes for continuing education in environment in the move towards
sustainable development’ (UNESCO, 1992). A serious thought about EE in schools started
after the National Council of Education Research and Training (NCERT) circulated its
Discussion Document (2000) inviting comments from concerned agencies. It was revealed that
the document was miserably lacking environmental concern at school curricula. Towards the
end of the last century four major reviews of EE in the country were published by Centre for
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Environment Education (CEE 1998), C.P.R. Environmental Education Centre (CPREEC

1999), Prativesh (1999) and Gill and Lahiry (1999). The National Curriculum for Elementary

and Secondary Education — A Framework formulated in 1988 (NCERT; 1988) marked the

first concerted and systematic effort to bring EE into the school curriculum. This took an

“infusion” of environmental concerns and a whole range of environmental concerns were

infused into the NCERT model test books published between 1987 and 1989 (NCERT 1987-

89).
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