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"Pratham Pratisruti" is the first novel in Ashapurna Devi's widely acclaimed trilogy, and it 

holds a significant place in Bengali literature. This novel, originally published in 1964, is a 

seminal work that explores the lives of women in a traditional Bengali joint family during the 

pre-independence era. "Pratham Pratisruti" provides a rich portrayal of cultural aspects that 

were prevalent in the Bengali society during the pre-independence era. These cultural aspects 

are interwoven into the narrative, shaping the lives of the characters and the overall 

atmosphere of the novel. Here are some of the cultural aspects explored in "Pratham 

Pratisruti": 

Feminist Perspective 

   "Pratham Pratisruti" is a feminist literary masterpiece that offers a searing critique of the 

patriarchal norms and societal expectations that stifled women in Bengal during the early 

20th century. The novel provides a lens through which to examine the challenges and limited 

agency that women faced within the confines of a traditional joint family structure. It is a 

testament to Ashapurna Devi's keen insight into the struggles of women. 

Character Development 

   The novel excels in character development, with nuanced and relatable characters that 

represent a spectrum of experiences. The female characters, in particular, are brilliantly 

portrayed as they navigate the oppressive roles assigned to them. Their evolution throughout 

the novel is a testament to the author's storytelling prowess. 

Social Realism 

   Ashapurna Devi employs a realist narrative style that brings out the vividness of the social 

and cultural milieu of pre-independence Bengal. Through rich descriptions and dialogues, she 

immerses the reader in the intricacies of the joint family system, religious rituals, and societal 

expectations, making the setting and characters come alive. 

Cultural Significance 

   The novel is a valuable cultural document that captures the essence of Bengali society 

during the early 20th century. It delves into the religious practices, customs, attire, cuisine, 

and linguistic nuances of the time, providing readers with a deep cultural understanding. 

http://www.srjis.com/
http://www.srjis.com/
http://www.srjis.com/


Malaykumar J. Joshi (Pg. 17630-17633) 17631   

 

Emotional Depth 

   "Pratham Pratisruti" is emotionally charged, evoking empathy and resonance with readers. 

It explores themes of love, sacrifice, family bonds, and the clash between personal desires 

and societal obligations, making it a compelling and relatable narrative. 

Narrative Structure 

   The novel's narrative structure, marked by a multi-perspective storytelling approach, allows 

for a more comprehensive examination of the characters' inner lives and motivations. This 

technique adds depth to the storytelling. 

Critical Reception 

   The novel has received critical acclaim and has been celebrated for its bold portrayal of 

women's struggles. It has been analysed and discussed extensively in the context of feminist 

literature and Bengali literature. 

Contemporary Relevance 

   Despite being set in a specific historical period, the themes explored in "Pratham 

Pratisruti" remain relevant in today's context. It continues to inspire discussions on gender 

roles, women's empowerment, and societal expectations. 

Bengali Joint Family Structure 

 The novel showcases the traditional Bengali joint family system, where multiple generations 

of a family live together under one roof. This cultural aspect influences family dynamics, 

power structures, and relationships among the characters. 

Religious Practices and Festivals 

 "Pratham Pratisruti" provides glimpses of religious practices and festivals that were integral 

to Bengali culture. Durga Puja, Kali Puja, and other religious ceremonies play a significant 

role in the story, highlighting the importance of religion in the characters' lives. 

Customs and Rituals  

The novel delves into various customs and rituals associated with birth, marriage, and death. 

These cultural practices shape the characters' lives and decisions, often imposing societal 

norms and expectations. 

Language and Vernacular  

The Bengali language and vernacular expressions are an inherent part of the novel. The 

dialogues and interactions reflect the linguistic richness of the culture, contributing to the 

authenticity of the narrative. 

Attire and Dress Code 

The novel describes the attire and dress code of the characters, emphasizing the traditional 

clothing of the time. It reflects the significance of clothing in representing one's cultural 

identity. 

Food and Cuisine  

"Pratham Pratisruti" occasionally highlights Bengali cuisine, including traditional dishes and 

eating habits. The preparation and sharing of meals are cultural elements that bring the 

characters together. 

Social Hierarchy and Status 
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 The novel illustrates the social hierarchy and the importance of one's status within the 

community. Social standing and honour are deeply embedded in the culture and influence 

characters' decisions and actions. 

Arts and Literature  

References to arts and literature are present in the novel, show casing the cultural significance 

of literature, poetry, and music in Bengali society. These elements contribute to the 

intellectual and cultural backdrop of the story. 

Music and Song 

 Music and songs, including Rabindra Sangeet, are integrated into the narrative. These 

cultural expressions are used to convey emotions, celebrate occasions, and strengthen cultural 

bonds. 

Gender Roles 

 The novel reflects the cultural norms and expectations surrounding gender roles in Bengali 

society. It highlights the traditional roles assigned to men and women and their implications 

on individual lives. 

Social Gatherings and Conversations  

Social gatherings and conversations are integral to the cultural aspect of the story. These 

events serve as platforms for discussions, negotiations, and the reinforcement of social 

norms. 

Cultural Change and Modernization  

"Pratham Pratisruti" subtly touches upon the changing cultural landscape of Bengal during 

the early 20th century. It hints at the influence of modernization and new ideas on traditional 

customs. 

"Pratham Pratisruti" offers a rich tapestry of cultural aspects that define the Bengali 

society of its time. The novel provides readers with insights into the customs, traditions, and 

way of life that shaped the cultural milieu of that era, making it not only a literary work but 

also a historical and cultural document of significance. 

In summary, "Pratham Pratisruti" is a literary gem that combines social realism with a 

feminist perspective. It is a compelling exploration of the lives of women in a bygone era, 

shedding light on the societal constraints they faced. Ashapurna Devi's narrative skills, 

character development, and her ability to evoke empathy in the reader make this novel an 

enduring classic in Bengali literature. 
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