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Abstract

\ /,

Swami Dayanand Saraswati, the great reformer, philosopher, and founder of the Arya Samaj, was one
of the most visionary educationists of the 19th century. He emphasized the relevance of truth, moral
integrity, women’s education, and overall holistic development through the revival of the Vedic system
of learning. His educational philosophy as deeply value-oriented, that focussed on the character
formation, intellectual awakening, and spiritual upliftment. In the contemporary era, where education
is increasingly becoming commercialized and examination-oriented, the educational thoughts of Swami
Dayanand Saraswati have immense relevance. Contemporary teacher education programs such as
B.Ed. and D.EI.Ed. can benefit immensely by integrating his ideals of moral education, self-discipline,
and holistic personality development. This paper explores Swami Dayanand’s educational philosophy
and critically evaluates its relevance in present modern teacher education in the context of value crisis,
moral decay, and the implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
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1. Introduction

Education in the modern age is facing new challenges ranging from technological advancement
and globalization to moral decline and materialism. Amid such complexities, revisiting the
educational philosophies of great thinkers like Swami Dayanand Saraswati (1824-1883)
becomes highly needed and significant. Known as a social and religious reformer, Swami
Dayanand believed that education must lead to truth (“Satya”) and righteousness (“Dharma”).
He opposed superstitions, blind faith, and rote learning, and instead advocated and promoted

an education system that further integrated physical, mental, and spiritual development.
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Swami Dayanand’s educational thoughts inspired the very foundation of the DAV (Dayanand
Anglo-Vedic) institutions, which aimed at blending Vedic wisdom with modern scientific
education. His ideas were not merely revolutionary for his time but also provide a timeless
framework for contemporary teacher education, emphasizing value-based, holistic, and
inclusive learning.
2. Objectives of the Study
e To study the educational philosophy of Swami Dayanand Saraswati.
e To understand the principles and aims of his education system.
e To analyze the relevance of his educational ideas in contemporary teacher education.
e To explore how far his philosophy aligns with the objectives of NEP 2020.
3. Swami Dayanand Saraswati’s Educational Philosophy
Swami Dayanand’s educational philosophy rooted in Vedic principles aimed at all-round
development of the human being physical, intellectual, moral, and spiritual. He considered
education as a means for self-realization and social transformation.
e Aims of Education
Swami Dayanand, advocated the development of a balanced personality guided by truth,
virtue, and self-discipline. Education should prepare individuals to serve humanity, lead a
righteous life, and contribute to social welfare. He held a belief that education must promote
both worldly knowledge and spiritual enlightenment.
e Curriculum
Swami Dayanand, as a staunch pillar of education for social transformation, advocated a
balanced curriculum, integrating Vedic studies with modern sciences and practical knowledge.
He emphasized subjects like moral philosophy, mathematics, Sanskrit, physical education, and
moral instruction. His approach promoted scientific temper along with spiritual grounding.
e Methods of Teaching
He supported the Gurukul system, where the teacher (Guru) plays a central role in shaping the
student’s personality. The method of teaching included:
*Dialogue and discussion-based learning
*Experiential and activity-oriented approaches
*QObservation, memorization, and reflection

*Character training through daily conduct and discipline
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¢ Role of Teacher

Swami Dayanand viewed the teacher as a moral guide and spiritual mentor, not merely a
transmitter of information. Teachers should embody truth, integrity, and compassion, serving
as role models for students. He asserted that “a teacher must be a living example of what he
teaches.”

e \Women Education

One of the most remarkable aspects of Swami Dayanand’s educational philosophy was his
progressive views on women’s education. At a time when women were deprived of learning
opportunities, he strongly advocated that both men and women have an equal right to
education. His efforts inspired the very foundation of several girls’ schools and women’s
colleges under the Arya Sama;.

e Discipline and Moral Values

Discipline, self-control, and truthfulness formed the moral core of his education system. He
considered and recommended moral education as indispensable for building a strong character,
which he believed was more important than mere academic success.

4. Relevance of Swami Dayanand Saraswati’s Philosophy in Contemporary Teacher
Education

The educational philosophy of Swami Dayanand Saraswati still continues to offer meaningful
insights for the pre-service and in-service training of teachers. In today’s education system,
where competition, stress, and commercialization dominate, his values of simplicity, truth, and
service can serve as guiding principles.

e Value-Based Education

The NEP 2020 emphasizes value education and moral development as central to quality
education. Swami Dayanand’s focus on truth (Satya), righteousness (Dharma), and moral
conduct can help teacher education institutions design value-integrated curricula, encouraging
teachers to instill ethics and empathy in students.

e Holistic Development of Teachers

Teacher education should not merely focus on knowledge but also on personal growth,
emotional intelligence, and spirituality. Swami Dayanand’s philosophy of educating “the

whole being” aligns with the NEP’s vision of holistic and multidisciplinary learning.
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e Integration of Traditional and Modern Education

His model of Dayanand Anglo-Vedic education combined modern science with ancient
wisdom. This approach resonates with the NEP 2020’s idea of “Indian Knowledge System”
and can help future teachers connect Indian cultural heritage with modern pedagogy.

e Teacher as a Moral Leader

Swami Dayanand’s vision of the teacher as a role model is highly relevant today. In teacher
training programs, moral conduct, leadership skills, and ethical responsibility should be
emphasized alongside academic competence.

e \Women Empowerment in Teacher Education

Teacher education institutes today enroll a large number of women trainees. Swami
Dayanand’s pragmatic ideas about women’s education inspired gender equality and
empowerment as the vital components of inclusive education.

e Experiential Learning and Gurukul Ideals

His Gurukul-based methods, learning through experience, observation, and practice reflect the
experiential learning approach advocated in NEP 2020. Teacher educators can integrate these
principles through internships, community work, and reflective practices.

5. Implications for Modern Educational Practice

Swami Dayanand’s educational ideals provide a timeless foundation for transforming teacher
education.

*Curriculum Design: Curriculum should include Indian philosophy, moral education, and
environmental ethics.

*Pedagogical Approaches : The pedagogical approaches should emphasize experiential,
inquiry-based, and participatory learning.

*Teacher Ethics: Teacher training must promote personal integrity, discipline, and empathy.
*Educational Administration: Educational Administration should be value-driven, transparent,
and service-oriented.

*Research and Reflection: B.Ed. students should study educational thinkers like Swami
Dayanand to contextualize global pedagogy with Indian wisdom.

6. Challenges in Implementation

Although Swami Dayanand’s ideas are profound, implementing them in today’s globalized and

technology-driven education faces challenges such as:
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*Excessive stress on marks and employment outcomes.

*Lack of moral and spiritual components in curriculum.

*Limited teacher training in value-based education.

*Commercialization of education reducing ethical awareness.

Teacher education must overcome these barriers by consciously reintroducing value and
culture-based modules inspired by his philosophy.

7. Conclusion

Without any calm, Swami Dayanand Saraswati envisioned education as the means of national
regeneration and individual upliftment. His ideals of truth, discipline, self-reliance, and
equality continue to inspire the educational world even in the 21st century. Contemporary
teacher education can draw immense strength from his philosophy by integrating moral
education, gender equality, and holistic development into its framework. As India strives to
achieve the goals of NEP 2020, re-examining the educational thoughts of visionaries like
Swami Dayanand Saraswati is both timely, essential and relevant. His ideology reminds us that
education is not solely about learning facts but about transforming lives, shaping teachers who
are morally upright, intellectually alert, and spiritually awakened.
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